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FROM THE CHAIRS

NASW Arkansas is proud to continue providing engaging,
educational conferences, allowing attendees to increase
Welcome to the 40th Annual Conference of the National their skill sets, network with colleagues, and have some
Association of Social Workers Arkansas Chapter. We are fun. Thanks, all of you Social Work Heroes, for joining us
pleased that you are joining us once again, and we
for our 40th Annual Conference!
welcome our first time attendees.
This year’s theme is Social Work Heroes: Celebrating
Courage, Hope, & Leadership. With our theme, we want
to acknowledge a few important attributes of the hardworking social workers across our state. We recognize
that social workers regularly face difficult conversations
and challenging tasks with courage. Social workers
maintain hope that their efforts are effective, and they
work to instill hope in clients and communities. Social
workers also take on leadership roles at various levels of
intervention and can serve as leaders for all in the
important work of social justice and human welfare.
The Annual Conference Planning Committee has been
working hard on the 2019 agenda. There are 43
workshops on the schedule as well as 30 student poster
presentations. You can earn up to 24.5 continuing
education units throughout this conference, and we are
pleased to offer 4 ethics workshops this year.

Tamara Pace-Glover, PhD, LMSW
Claire Rinehart, LCSW
2019 NASW Arkansas Annual Conference Co-Chairs

We are excited to host our 4th Annual Social Work
Advocates’ Dinner. This year’s program is Decarceration
in Arkansas: Privatization, Prisons, and Public Education,
featuring keynote speaker Dr. Lisa Corrigan. Dr. Corrigan
is a social justice advocate, university professor, and
published author. Please see page 12 of the program for
more information about her and the panel of other
experts who will join her for a moderated discussion.

PLANNING COMMITTEE
The dedicated members of the conference planning
committee work year-long to bring you a professional
statewide conference. Their hard work and commitment to
giving back to the profession cannot be overlooked and we
are grateful for their service!

2019 Conference Planning Committee
Sky Collins, LMSW
Elizabeth Fowler, LCSW
Sunnie Keck, LCSW
Jody Long, PhD, LCSW
Johanna Thomas, PhD, LMSW
Dana Williams, LCSW
Annette Woodruff, LCSW
Pam Woodson, LCSW
Cynthia Wyman, MSW
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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE
WEDNESDAY • MARCH 27
6:30 am – 7:30 pm
8:00 am – 10:00 am

Registration/Information Desk/Exhibits Open
Welcome & Plenary I – Scarlett Lewis, Founder & Chief Movement
Officer of the Jesse Lewis Choose Love Movement™

10:00 am – 10:30 am

Morning Break with Exhibitors

10:30 am – 12:00 pm

Concurrent Workshops - Session 1

12:00 pm – 1:30 pm
1:30 pm – 5:00 pm

Special Session 2 -or- Lunch on Your Own
Concurrent Workshops – Session 3

3:00 pm – 3:30 pm

Afternoon Break with Exhibitors

6:00 pm – 7:30 pm

Concurrent Workshops – Session 4

8:00 pm

Reception at the Rev Room with Epiphany “Big Piph” Morrow

THURSDAY • MARCH 28
6:30 am – 6:00 pm

Registration/Information Desk/Exhibits Open

8:30 am – 12:00 pm

Concurrent Workshops – Session 5

10:00 am – 10:30 am
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm

Morning Break with Exhibitors
Student Poster Session 1

12:00 pm – 1:30 pm

Lunch on Your Own

1:30 pm – 3:00 pm

Plenary II – Epiphany “Big Piph” Morrow

3:00 pm – 3:30 pm
3:30 pm – 5:00 pm

Afternoon Break with Exhibitors
Concurrent Workshops – Session 6

5:00 pm – 6:00 pm

Student Poster Session 2

5:00 pm – 6:30 pm
6:30 pm – 9:30 pm

Wine & Cheese Soiree
4th Annual Social Work Advocates’ Dinner (ticketed event)

FRIDAY • MARCH 29
7:30 am – 4:00 pm

Registration/Information Desk/Exhibits Open

8:30 am – 12:00 pm

Concurrent Workshops – Session 7

10:00 am – 10:30 am
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm

Morning Break with Exhibitors
Annual Awards Luncheon & Celebration (ticketed event)

2:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Concurrent Workshops – Session 8
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WEDNESDAY

•

MARCH 27

WELCOME & PLENARY I (1.5 CEUS)
8:00 AM – 10:00 AM

SALONS B/C

CHOOSE LOVE IN EDUCATION: Be Part of the Solution
Scarlett Lewis, Founder & Chief Movement Officer of the
Jesse Lewis Choose Love Movement™
This is a powerful story of a mother’s decision to become part of the solution
following the murder of her young son in school. Scarlett Lewis created a
worldwide movement to choose love and invites all of us to join and shows us
how we can help cultivate a safer, more peaceful and loving world through
social and emotional learning. We all must take responsibility for the health
and wellbeing of our children and there is something we can do! Learn an
empowering formula that can lead educators and students to choose love in
every situation.
Scarlett will take the participants through her journey using slides and videos
with the opportunity for discussion. Scarlett will remind the audience that we
are all human beings that are all connected in the need to love and be loved.
Empowering her audiences to effect positive change helps them in their personal lives but also creates a ripple effect that
has now gone worldwide!

The Choose Love Enrichment Program is a comprehensive SEL program.
It has its foundation on a profound formula for choosing love in every
situation. The understanding that you can't always choose what happens
to you but that you can always choose how you respond has
transformed schools around the globe. The program includes the best of
what is statistically effective in non-academic learning including
character education, growth mindset, positive psychology, mindfulness,
SEL, emotional intelligence and more. Developed by educators, for
educators, this unique program offers powerful lessons in choice, being
present, conflict resolution and more. Using Casel.org's 5 core SEL
competencies of responsible decision making, self and social awareness,
self-management and relationship skills, the program offers another
common value that connects all human beings, love. The program
enables children and educators to choose love for themselves and others through a formula for Choosing Love. The program include citations throughout and is fully backed by decades of scientific research.

CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS SESSION 1 (1.5 CEUS)
10:30 AM – 12:00 PM
Engaging Veterans in Mental Health Treatment: Evidence-Based Psychotherapy at the VA SALON B
Jenny Bivona, PhD
Track: Behavioral & Mental Health
This presentation will focus on the delivery of evidence based psychotherapy (EBP) services at the Veterans Health Care System of
the Ozarks. An overview of the VA’s EBP training initiative will be provided, including a summary of the various EBPs offered within
this health care system and the training process VA clinicians complete in order to become providers of these treatments. The
importance of treatment engagement with Veterans will also be discussed with an emphasis on how the use of Motivational
Interviewing can facilitate this process.
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Identification of Commercially Sexually Exploited Youth in Child Advocacy Centers: A Look Behind the Closed Door

Tiffany Brandt, PhD & Emily Robbins, LCSW
Track: Behavioral & Mental Health / Child, Family, & Schools
Despite increasing reports of youth being sexually exploited, information on the prevalence, demographics, and psychosocial
needs of victims is scarce. This workshop describes a project conducted within Child Advocacy Centers across Arkansas with
the purpose of identifying and treating youth who are at risk of experiencing commercial sexual exploitation.

.

Perspectives on Death and Dying for the Social Worker HOFFMAN
Rosalie V. Otters PhD, D.Min., LCSW
Track: Aging & Disabilities

MARCH 27

The Seven Challenges is an evidenced-based approach listed on SAMHSA’s (Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration) website. The program is for youth and young adults ages 11-24 who are experiencing problems with drugs
and/or alcohol. We propose to provide an overview of how the program works and how it differs from traditional treatment.
We believe now that Medicaid recipients in this age group are eligible for these services in Arkansas it is an important time
to learn how to work with this population more effectively.

•

The Seven Challenges: An Evidenced Based Approach for Adolescent Substance Abuse ARKANSAS BALLROOM
Peggy Kelly, LPC
Track: Behavioral & Mental Health

WEDNESDAY

SALON C

Social workers intervene with clients at all stages of life, yet often they have little formal training for the end of life. Death
can come at any age. American cultural taboos about aging and dying are changing. Social workers are both participants and
facilitators in this life stage.
Does Race Matter? Colorblindness among Rural BSW Students at PWI in Southwest Arkansas MANNING
Raymond Adams, MSW, Kiana Peoples, LMSW, Jennifer Turner, LPC, LMSW
Track: Social Work Education
The goal is to discuss pedagogical challenges related to teaching concepts of inter/diversities encountered by three Black
American social work professors at a predominantly White institution (PWI) within an interdisciplinary college and classroom.
Each professor will present relevant considerations and illustrate them with examples from their own teaching experiences.
Mental Health Treatment on the GO LAFAYETTE
Chelsie M. Hall, LMSW
Track: Behavioral & Mental Health
The Geriatric Outreach (GO) Team is a program within Mental Health Service of the Central Arkansas Veterans Healthcare System.
This program monitors the behavioral status of veterans in long term care facilities who could benefit from mental health services
but have difficulties in getting to regular visits. This presentation will provide an overview of the GO Team process of decreasing
acute hospitalizations through rapid assessment of mental status changes.

SPECIAL SESSION 2 (1.5 CEUS)
12:00 PM – 1:30 PM
Spiritually LGBTQ+: A Moderated Panel Discussion on Faith, Religion, & Spiritual Health in the LGBTQ+ Community

ARKANSAS BALLROOM
Carly Franklin, LCSW, ACHP-SW, Chance Bardsley, Olivia Boardman, Sarah Bunch, Gonzalo Camp, Francisco Gomez Siles, Miranda Stith
Track: Community, Policy, & Administration

For centuries, numerous religious groups have negatively labeled, ostracized, and/or condemned members of the LGBTQ+
community resulting in poorer health outcomes. Members of the LGBTQ+ community will share how they've managed to
reconnect with their faith, transcend negative labels, and create healthy spiritual connections with themselves and others.
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1:30 PM – 5:00 PM
Second Star to the Right and Straight on Till Morning . . . an invitation to explore yourself SALON B
Matthew Knight, LPC
Track: Professional & Career
A very different presentation- a journey, if you would, more spiritual in nature. We will consider ourselves, measured
body, mind, and spirit. At this point in our lives, what needs to be left behind…what needs to be taken on…what needs to
be dreamed . . . what needs to be chosen. Experiential, interactive, laughter and tears. If you are ready, please find us.

WEDNESDAY

•

MARCH 27

CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS SESSION 3 (3 CEUS)

Conscience Clauses and Resolving Conflict: Unique Ethical Dilemmas in Social Work SALON C
Libby L. Kay MSSW, LCSW, ACSW & Linda Openshaw, DSW, LCSW, ACSW
Track: ETHICS
The session will discuss the boundaries between professional and personal values, differentiate between conscience
clauses and moral distress when there is a conflict, and will review the NASW Code of Ethics to discuss where conscience
clauses may come in conflict with the Code.
Understanding the Major Resources for Clients with Health Issues ARKANSAS BALLROOM
Harold Dean, LCSW, OSW-C, Jennipher Boone, LCSW, Margaret Srygley, LCSW
Track: Appropriate for all tracks

This presentation will provide clinicians with a better understanding of state, federal and non-profit programs designed to help
individuals facing serious illnesses. Through an increased awareness of the eligibility requirements and services provided by these
programs, clinicians will be more equipped to help clients navigate benefits and services.
Introduction to Mindful Self-Compassion: An experiential workshop MANNING
Catherine Crisp, PhD, MSW & Adrienne Orozco
Track: Professional & Career
Mindful self-compassion (MSC) is distinct from self-care and self-esteem but has rarely been discussed in the social work
literature. In this introductory workshop, the presenters will define and identify key components of MSC, lead participants
through a set of meditations associated with MSC, and provide info about MSC resources.

CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS SESSION 3 (1.5 CEUS)
1:30 PM – 3:00 PM
The Be SMART Program: Educating Clients and Communities on Safe Gun Practices HOFFMAN
Johanna Thomas, PhD, LMSW
Track: Community, Policy, & Administration
More than 2 million children live in a home with an unsecured weapon. There were 209 unintentional shootings by children in
2018 and 38 have already happened in 2019. The main goal of the Be SMART campaign is to reduce unintentional shootings,
suicides, and homicides that occur when an unsupervised child gets their hands on a Gun. The Be SMART campaign works to
increase knowledge about proper gun storage and other simple things that can be done to save lives in our communities among
individuals, schools, health workers and now, mental health workers.
Busting the FASD Stigma LAFAYETTE
Megan Sheesley, MSW Student & David Deere, MSW, MTh
Track: Behavioral & Mental Health
Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD) are the most preventable cause of birth defects worldwide, with as much as 1 in 20
children with brain malformations caused by prenatal alcohol exposure. Participants will learn about preventing FASD,
confronting stigma, and supporting those affected by the condition.
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CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS SESSION 3 (1.5 CEUS)
Leadership in Social Work: We need YOU to Embrace the Challenge! HOFFMAN
Alishia Ferguson, PhD, LMSW
Track: Professional & Career / Community, Policy, & Administration
This session will define self-leadership, describing the importance of self-leadership for the profession. A panel of successful
social work leaders will discuss their success, highlighting what they did to prepare themselves to succeed. Resources will
be offered to participants to use as they plan their own leadership development.

CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS SESSION 4 (1.5 CEUS)

.

6:00 PM – 7:30 PM

MARCH 27

Online counseling is an option that provides support for adolescents in foster care, foster and adoptive parents, and rural
families. These high-risk populations respond well to online counseling, which is accessible without requiring additional
appointments or transportation. Additionally, online counseling provides continuity of care despite multiple placements.

•

Online Counseling as Support for Foster Teens & Foster Parents LAFAYETTE
Emily Christensen PhD, LCPC
Track: Behavioral & Mental Health / Children, Family, & Schools

WEDNESDAY

3:30 PM – 5:00 PM

Recognizing and Intervening Commercial Exploitation of Children and Adults in the Medical Professions SALON B
Heather Edge, BSW, LSW
Track: Health & Medical
Commercial exploitation, also known as modern-day slavery, human trafficking, and/or sex trafficking affects between
800,000 and 4 million men, women, and children around the world every year. Human trafficking is a $32 billion industry
worldwide. Social workers and case managers in hospitals and clinics need to be able to recognize the common identifiers of
victims of human trafficking, provide a safe and trusting environment for those victims, know the proper protocol to alert authorities, and the proper resources to provide to victims of human trafficking.
Embracing the Mess: Real Mistakes and Real Solutions in Social Work Ethics SALON C
Carly Franklin, LCSW, ACHP-SW & John Gallagher, PhD, LMSW
Track: ETHICS
This session will use technology to elicit honest feedback regarding complex ethical scenarios in social work practice and will
facilitate small and large group discussions around considerations and solutions.
Using Technology to Overcome Social Injustice: Rural American and Mental Health ARKANSAS BALLROOM
Elizabeth Derickson, MSW, LCSW
Track: Behavioral & Mental Health / Community, Policy, & Administration
Social workers are called to challenge social injustice. However, for many mental health professionals working in rural communities, there is a lack of resources, training, and support. This workshop will explore issues of rural social work and mental
health and explore technology-based solutions to improve outcomes.
Behavioral Health Integration in Primary Care: A Social Worker’s guide to bridging the gap HOFFMAN
Andrea Durand, LMSW & Sarah Hanchett, LCSW
Track: Behavioral & Mental Health / Health & Medical
A social worker’s place in the primary care health system has not been strongly defined, yet we are frequently found to be the
gap between physical and behavioral health. This session will discuss behavioral health integration throughout the U.S. and
how AZ social workers are changing the opioid epidemic.
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WEDNESDAY

•

MARCH 27

CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS SESSION 4 (1.5 CEUS) - continued
6:00 PM – 7:30 PM
Strategies for Home Visiting Safety MANNING
Jodie W. Dailey, MSW, LCSW & Felicia Loring, MS
Track: Professional & Career
The Arkansas Home Visiting Network Training Institute provides training for professionals involved in home visiting services
for families with young children ages 0-5. Learn more about our instructor-led and online professional development
offerings through this interactive session on home visitor safety.
Accessibility and Universal Design in Maintaining Independence LAFAYETTE
Vanessa Krause, LMSW & Ascha Fairmon-Hill, MSW Student
Track: Aging & Disabilities
33% of Arkansans report having a disability. Affordable, accessible, safe housing is a large need and concern for many
people with disabilities, and lack of accessible housing can be a barrier to independence and community living. Barriers,
modifications, and resources will be discussed.

8:00 PM

WELCOME RECEPTION AT THE REV ROOM!
300 President Clinton Ave, Little Rock, AR 72201

Join us one block down the road for a reception and performance by Big Piph
Epiphany “Big Piph” Morrow is a Stanford-educated international emcee and
community builder. This noted TEDx speaker is a solo artist and front man for the 7pc
jazz and funk infused, hip-hop ensemble, “Big Piph & Tomorrow Maybe”. His music,
talks, and workshops have taken him abroad to countries such as Morocco, The
Gambia, Seychelles, Thailand, Myanmar, and more. After a decade plus in the
Industry, his unique entertainment is relayed through the lenses of purpose, humor,
creativity, race, and a global perspective. He is lead coordinator of Global KidsArkansas which sends stellar high school students in underserved communities
abroad for social service projects. He also co-leads jUSt Books & Bagels, which
provides free books, breakfast, and workshops for youth in underserved
communities. His latest creative project is a new age narrative, one-man show
entitled, “The Glow”, with the esteemed Corey Harris as music director.

School of Social Work
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CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS SESSION 5 (3 CEUS)
Working with Sexual Desire Issues in Women SALON B
Chelsea Wakefield, PhD, LCSW and AASECT
Track: Behavioral & Mental Health
This workshop will unpack many of the reasons that women struggle with sexual desire, including how sexuality is framed
for them, the distressing lack of education about the female sexual response cycle, and how women lack the confident
voice to communicate what would attract, arouse and be sexually pleasurable.

MARCH 28
.

This workshop is intended for social workers in all settings and positions, not just the clinical, therapeutic mental health
setting. The session will cover key concepts in risk management, such as confidentiality and its exceptions, duty to warn,
and informed consent. We will also present the major reasons why social workers are sued and what you can do about
those risks. Come and join us in our refreshed risk management workshop “Ethics and Risk Management in the New Era of
Social Work" brought to your chapter courtesy of NASW Assurance Services, Inc. We want to give social workers peace of
mind not only through our malpractice solutions but also by providing relevant content and educational information to
help mitigate any potential risk during the social work journey.

•

Ethics and Risk Management in the New Era of Social Work SALON C
Paul D’Agostino, ACSW, LCSW
Track: ETHICS

THURSDAY

8:30 AM – 12:00 PM

More than Pink and Blue: Using Play Therapy to Explore a Rainbow of Therapeutic Interventions for Children & Adolescents
Who Are Gender Non-Conforming ARKANSAS BALLROOM
Sharolyn Wallace PhD, LCSW, RPT-S & Amanda Shackelford LMSW
Track: Behavioral & Mental Health / Child, Family & Schools
This workshop will focus on therapeutic interventions utilized in play therapy when working with children & adolescents who are
gender non-conforming and their families. Emphasis will be placed on current language, definitions, sound clinical approaches,
and health and wellness.
Brain, Health, and Nutrition Confirm and Contribute to the Biopsychosocial Model HOFFMAN
Scott Burcham, LCSW, MSSW, M.A
Track: Behavioral & Mental Health / Health & Medical
As social work is guided by a biopsychosocial approach, current and forthcoming research reaffirms and presents new evidence
in the area of brain health, nutrition, and environmental factors. Current and new information regarding depression, the role of
diet in brain health, cognitive function, and sleep as a predictive factor of well being and disease will be presented and explored.
Using Letters to Rebuild Connections between Incarcerated Parents and Their Children MANNING
Kimberly Stauss, PhD, LCSW, Leigh Sparks, PhD, John Gallagher, PhD
Track: Behavioral & Mental Health / Community, Policy, & Administration
Letters to Children (LTC) is a program designed to work with incarcerated parents. Presenters will describe the program's
sessions and data on its effectiveness. Practitioners will learn how to use similar strategies with their own clients. LTC facilitators
will present their lessons learned through the process, along with examples of letters submitted by past LTC program
participants.
Disenfranchised Grief: An Introduction to Assess & Care for Those Struggling with Reproductive Loss LAFAYETTE
Sharon St. Pierre, LCSW & Premala Jones, PhD
Track: Behavioral & Mental Health / Health & Medical
Multitudes struggle with experiencing a silent, disenfranchised grief due to their reproductive loss, lacking proper resources to
support them. Adequate training on reproductive loss is rarely given to social workers. This workshop introduces participants on
how to understand, explore as well as ameliorate the impact of reproductive loss.
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12:00 PM – 1:00 PM
REGISTRATION LEVEL BALCONY & LOWER LEVEL HALLWAY
Visit student poster presentations to hear about innovative programs or interventions from field placement
experiences, public policy that is current or relevant to social work practice, and graduate research projects or
practice evaluations.

PLENARY II (1.5 CEUS)

THURSDAY

•

MARCH 28

STUDENT POSTER PRESENTATIONS—SESSION 1 (1 CEU)

1:30 PM – 3:00 PM SALONS B/C

Be Becoming...
Epiphany “Big Piph” Morrow
If the only thing constant is change, how are you evolving?
Piph will share stories, pragmatic takeaways, and conduct activities around being
intentional in growth. This personal, yet relatable session will be designed to
keep the attendees engaged and thinking. The goal is not to figure it all out right
now, but to instill practices that will keep us growing in the right directions.
Epiphany “Big Piph” Morrow is a Stanford-educated international emcee and
community builder. This noted TEDx speaker is a solo artist and front man for the
7pc jazz and funk infused, hip-hop ensemble, “Big Piph & Tomorrow Maybe”. His
music, talks, and workshops have taken him abroad to countries such as
Morocco, The Gambia, Seychelles, Thailand, Myanmar, and more.

After a decade plus in the industry, his unique entertainment is relayed through the lenses of purpose, humor, creativity, race,
activism, and a global perspective. He is lead coordinator of Global Kids-Arkansas which sends stellar high school students in
underserved communities abroad for social service projects. He also co-leads jUSt Books & Bagels which provides free books,
breakfast, and workshops for youth in underserved communities. His latest creative project is a new age narrative, one-man
show entitled, “The Glow”, with the esteemed Corey Harris as music director.

CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS SESSION 6 (1.5 CEUS)
3:30 PM – 5:00 PM
Couple Communication- Navigating Difficult Conversations SALON B
Chelsea Wakefield, PhD, LCSW and AASECT
Track: Behavioral & Mental Health
Almost all couples who come for therapy stating an inability to communicate as one of their main problems. Chronic conflict and
cautious avoidance plague troubled couples. This workshop will outline important concepts and common pitfalls, providing tools
you can use right away to move couples into meaningful communication.
Using Play Therapy with the Elderly ARKANSAS BALLROOM
Sharolyn Wallace PhD, LCSW, RPT-S,
Track: Behavioral & Mental Health
This workshop will focus on therapeutic interventions utilized in play therapy when working with the elderly. Theoretical
approaches, evidenced based practices, and experiential interventions will be presented in this hands-on workshop.
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CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS SESSION 6 (1.5 CEUS) - continued
Overcoming the Barrier of Mental Health Stigma HOFFMAN
Heather Allen, LMSW & Jessica S. Bryant, PhD
Track: Behavioral & Mental Health

Based on comprehensive surveys of K-12 youth, homeless adults, and food insecure clients of service providers in
Northwest Arkansas, the presentation examines the extent of the problem, who is at greatest risk and why, and the kinds
of solutions that are viable in an ever-changing, technologically driven world.

MARCH 28

Food Insecurity in Northwest Arkansas: Are We Ever Going to Move the Needle? MANNING
Kevin M. Fitzpatrick, PhD
Track: Health & Medical / Child, Family, & Schools / Community, Policy, & Administration

•

Recovery is a journey, and stigma is a roadblock many have difficulty overcoming. This workshop will discuss mental
health stigma, its impact on treatment-seeking and engagement, and evidence-based practices and resources to reduce
stigma. Learn about interventions used in the Veterans Administration and how to implement these in your practice.

THURSDAY

3:30 PM – 5:00 PM

.

Learning From Those Who Have Served: A Conversation Between Social Work Student Veterans and Social Work
Educators LAFAYETTE
John M. Gallagher, PhD, LMSW, Aaron DeCelle, Terrah Graves, Avery Owens, Crystal Turpin, Jeremy Wallace, Michael Wilson
Track: Social Work Education

A faculty member will moderate a panel discussion with social work student veterans. We will provide an overview of
characteristics, strengths and needs of student veterans. A discussion into ways that social work educators and programs can
support veteran students and prepare all students to work with veterans will follow.

STUDENT POSTER PRESENTATIONS—SESSION 2 (1 CEU)
5:00 PM – 6:00 PM
REGISTRATION LEVEL BALCONY & LOWER LEVEL HALLWAY
Visit student poster presentations to hear about innovative programs or interventions from field placement
experiences, public policy that is current or relevant to social work practice, and graduate research projects or
practice evaluations.

WINE & CHEESE SOIREE
5:00 PM – 6:30 PM REGISTRATION LEVEL—FOYER
Enjoy wine and cheese while visiting student poster presentations or take the time to network
with exhibitors and colleagues while enjoying live music by Amy Garland Angel.
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MARCH 28
•

THURSDAY

4TH ANNUAL SOCIAL WORK ADVOCATES’ DINNER (2.5 CEUS)
6:30 PM – 9:30 PM

SALON C

Decarceration in Arkansas: Privatization, Prisons, and Public Education
Join us at the 4th Annual Social Work Advocates’ Dinner. Attendees will receive 2.5 CEUs from this session. This year’s
keynote speaker is Dr. Lisa M. Corrigan, presenting Decarceration in Arkansas: Privatization, Prisons, and Public Education.
A panel discussion will follow her presentation and will include Dr. Corrigan, Zachary Crow, Morgan Leyenberger, LMSW,
and Ruby Welch, moderated by Rizelle Aaron.

DR. LISA M. CORRIGAN – KEYNOTE SPEAKER & PANELIST
Dr. Lisa M. Corrigan is an Associate Professor of Communication, Director of the Gender Studies
Program, and Affiliate Faculty in both African & African American Studies and Latin American
Studies in the Fulbright College of Arts and Sciences at the University of Arkansas. She is a
feminist rhetorical scholar who researches and teaches in the areas of social movement studies,
the Black Power and civil rights movement, prison studies, feminist studies, the Cold War, and
the history of public address.

Her writings and reviews have appeared in the Quarterly Journal of Speech, Rhetoric & Public Affairs,
Communication & Critical/Cultural Studies, Advances in the History of Rhetoric, Women & Language,
Communication Quarterly, The National Journal of Urban Education and Practice, The Journal of PostColonial Writing, Intertexts, QED: A Journal in Queer Worldmaking, and Review of Communication.
Her first book is titled Prison Power: How Prison Influenced the Movement for Black Liberation [University Press of Mississippi,
2016] and has already received awards. Winner of the 2017 Diamond Anniversary Book Award and the African American
Communication and Culture Division's 2017 Outstanding Book Award, both from the National Communication Association.
February 15, 2016 Dr. Lisa Corrigan and UA alumna Laura Weiderhaft began their civil engagement work by creating the Lean
Back podcast. “For me, personally, the podcast is an extension of the kinds of intellectual questions that I am working on here at
the University of Arkansas,” Corrigan said. Corrigan and Weiderhaft planned, recorded and launched a podcast dedicated to
discussing feminism in a conversational, understandable way.

ZACHARY CROW – PANELIST
Zachary Crow is the director of decARcerate, a grassroots coalition working to end mass
incarceration in Arkansas with and on behalf of prisoners and their families. DecARcerate works
through a combination of community education, smart legislation, advocacy and activism.
Crow spent two years living alongside and learning from homeless, incarcerated, and formerly
incarcerated individuals in Atlanta, Georgia as a part of the Open Door Community, a
residential community in the Catholic Worker tradition seeking to dismantle racism, sexism and

hetero-sexism, abolish the death penalty, and proclaim the Beloved Community through loving
relationships with some of the most neglected and outcast: the homeless and those in prison.
Zachary is a radio personality, storyteller, filmmaker and poet. Along with Judge Wendell Griffen, Crow hosts “The Barbershop
Radio Hour,” a week call in show centering around issues of social justice on KABF 88.3. His first feature-length documentary,
“We See No Enemy,” was released in March 2013 and chronicles five Palestinian stories from the West Bank. His first book of
poetry, “Dancing In The Eddies” was released in April 2018.
Crow serves as an ordained minister with New Millennium church in Little Rock, Arkansas, which describe themselves as
“progressive, welcoming, inclusive followers of Jesus.”
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Morgan Leyenberger, LMSW, serves as executive director of Compassion Works For All. She
works with people in Arkansas prisons teaching meditation and compassionate communication
and is passionate about restorative justice and community interventions as alternatives to mass
incarceration. Leyenberger is a founder of decARcerate, a coalition to end mass incarceration in
Arkansas and currently serves as president of the board.

THURSDAY

MORGAN LEYENBERGER, LMSW – PANELIST

She chairs the End Solitary Campaign of Arkansas and formerly served on the board of the

•

Ecumenical Buddhist Society.

MARCH 28

She is an alumna of the UALR School of Social Work. Leyenberger is an avid foodie and dog

mom to Frankie.

RUBY WELCH – PANELIST
Ruby Welch is a Community Health Coordinator for UAMS/LITTLE ROCK, a motivational
speaker, restorative justice advocate, advocate against mass incarceration, singer,
praise dancer, community health advocate, and Founder and Facilitator of F.E.L.O.N
(Formerly Incarcerated Empowered Leaders Overcoming Negative Stigmas).
Ruby has experienced first-hand the harmful effects of untreated medical and mental
illness while incarcerated. After serving seven years of a thirty-year sentence in the
Arkansas Department of Correction (McPherson Unit 1999-2006), Ruby vowed to come
home and educate her community about the disparities of incarceration and the lifelong effects on individuals.
She received the Champions Award from C.A.R.E (Central Arkansas Re-entry Coalition in
2016 for her dedication to community advocacy. She is currently the Arkansas Ambassador for #cut50 and the Dignity for
Incarcerated Women Campaign, a representative for the National Council of Incarcerated and Formerly Incarcerated Women
and Girls, a member of the C.A.R.E Coalition, Project South, Arkansas Community Health Workers Association, Arkansas

Community Institute for Housing, the Poor People’s Campaign, and Black Lives Matter. Ruby views her work as an extension of
her Christian Faith.

RIZELLE AARON – MODERATOR
Rizelle Aaron is the owner of J Rizelle Intel, a private investigations company. Aaron has a
background in law enforcement and is a community activist focusing on civil rights, human rights
and criminal justice reform. He is President of the State NAACP of Arkansas. Rizelle serves as a
volunteer with many organizations and has been the recipient of numerous awards including the
Arkansas Martin Luther King Jr. Commission (AMLKC) Outstanding Citizen Award for the State of
Arkansas, from Governor Asa Hutchison, for community service, specifically related to
volunteerism with the AMLKC.
Rizelle earned an AA degree in Military Technology from the UA/Pulaski Technical College, BA in
Psychology, BA in Sociology and an MS in Criminal Justice from UALR.
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CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS SESSION 7 (3 CEUS)
8:30 AM – 12:00 PM
Executive Coaching: An introduction to Social Workers ARKANSAS BALLROOM
Erick Messias, MD, MPH, PhD
Track: Professional & Career
We differentiate coaching from consulting, mentoring, teaching, and therapy, followed by a dive in the Solution-Focused
Four-Square Framework. This framework structures the coaching conversation into four moments: support for thought,
and for action; challenge for thought, and for action. Tools useful in each of these moments will be presented.
Factors Affecting Formerly Homeless Women Veterans HOFFMAN
B. Dewayne Thomas, PhD, LMSW
Track: Health & Medical
There is scant research devoted to addressing the issue of homelessness among women veterans. Not much is known
about the actions that women veterans take to end homelessness or what homeless women veterans require to end
homelessness. This research explored factors that are dominant in the literature regarding female veterans.

Integration of Social Work at the Macro, Mezzo, and Micro Level with Evidence Based Practice in School Based Settings-Little
Rock Central High School’s Model LAFAYETTE
Evelyn Allen, LMSW & Therese Skinner, LCSW
Track: Behavioral & Mental Health / Child, Family, & Schools
The presentation will provide a history of Little Rock Central High with relevance to social work ethics and values. It will discuss a
model established by the most experienced social worker in Little Rock School District that incorporates macro, mezzo, and micro
social work practice for mental health services.

CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS SESSION 7 (1.5 CEUS)
8:30 AM – 10:00 AM
Sylvia & Marsha: S.T.A.R. House and the Fostering of Resource-Rich Trans* Communities MANNING
Jody Long, PhD, LCSW & Christopher Russell
Track: Behavioral & Mental Health
Sylvia Rivera discovered her life as an activist in the mid- to late-1960s, through the Young Lords Organization, the Black Panther
Party, second-wave feminism, and the Gay Activists Alliance in New York City. Marsha P. Johnson collaborated with Rivera after
their historic participation in the Stonewall Riots to create Street Transvestite Action Revolutionaries (S.T.A.R.) and S.T.A.R. House,
a street activist organization founded in 1970 and a shelter providing housing and support to the most marginalized homeless
queer youth and sex workers in Lower Manhattan. This contribution in providing resources for trans* people and by trans* people
has left a lasting impact and is used as a template in the delivery of services globally. In this presentation, we will discuss the
history of Sylvia, Marsha, and the creation of S.T.A.R as a case study in addressing homelessness, lack of legal representation, riskreduction street education, and suicidal ideation in the delivery of services for transgender and gender nonconforming persons.

CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS SESSION 7 (1.5 CEUS)
10:30 AM – 12:00 PM
Assessment and Management of Suicide Risk in Primary Care MANNING
Meredith Sourk, Ayla Mapes, Aubrey Dueweke
Track: Health & Medical / Behavioral & Mental Health
Patients at risk for suicide are commonly seen in primary care; about half of people who die by suicide visit their primary care
provider within one month of taking their life. This presentation will provide mental health practitioners skills for assessing and
managing suicide risk in the primary care setting.
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2:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Treating Women of Color: When the Cape Gets in the Way HOFFMAN
Mackenzi T. Davis, LCSW & Jameela Jackson, LPC, LMFT
Track: Behavioral & Mental Health / Child, Family, & Schools
In training we are called to be sensitive to clients’ cultures. The perception of women of color being “strong black women”
have unique challenges that affect physical and mental health, relationships, and job performances. Exploring research will
provide an understanding of meeting them where they are in therapy.

MARCH 29

This session will engage the audience by presenting current ethical dilemmas from the field for analysis using the newest
version of the NASW code of ethics and current literature to guide discussion and a systematic approach to solve these dilemmas with colleagues in a safe environment.

•

If it’s Easy, You Aren’t Doing it Right! Ethical Dilemmas from the Field ARKANSAS BALLROOM
Alishia Ferguson, PhD, LMSW
Track: ETHICS

FRIDAY

CONCURRENT WORKSHOPS SESSION 8 (2 CEUS)

Preparing for and Responding to the Inevitable - Death MANNING
Harold Dean, LCSW, OSW-C & June Lang, LSW
Track: Aging & Disabilities / Behavioral & Mental Health / Health & Medical
Death is an inevitable part of everyone’s life journey. This presentation will offer guidance for clinicians working with clients facing
a terminal illness / death. Information will be provided on how to help clients and families prepare for and respond to death on
both an emotional and practical level.
Using Mindfulness to Fight Burnout and Compassion Fatigue LAFAYETTE
Heather Hendree, BCC, LPC-MHSP
Track: Behavioral & Mental Health / Community, Policy, & Administration
Burnout occurs when a person’s working environment is so toxic or stressful that they can no longer see value in their work. In this
presentation, we will rediscover the focus that brought us to this field and how looking inward can help us find our purpose once
again.
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2019 Student Poster Presentations
Precipitating Event and Length of Homelessness - Ryan Smith
Relationship Between Arrests Before and After 18 Among Young Adults - Molly F. Shipp
Food Security and Older Adults: Exploring the relationship between informal social supports and food insecurity - Margo
Lee
Exploring the Representation of Faculty with Physical Disabilities In University Social Work Programs - Gonzalo Camp,
Kelly Dundon
The Relationship between the Race of Gay and Bisexual Men and a History of Substance Abuse and Employment Status Lillian Fink
Examining the Relationship Between Parents of Children with Disabilities and Changes in Parental Employment - Lindsey
Parker
Exploring the Relationship of Sexual Abuse and Sexual Health in Adulthood - Hannah Martin
Emotional abuse of gay and bisexual men seeking mental health services compared to depression and substance abuse Kaylin Cline

The Relationship between Adderall Use, Depression, and Anxiety among the College Age Student Population - Helen Cheek
Neglect & Amnesia of Sexual Abuse as Influencers of Mental Health Diagnoses - Madelyn Spence
Caregiver Complicated Grief - Amy Luker
Adverse Childhood Experiences and Adult Health Outcomes - Haylie Cole
Psychosocial Factors Impacting Pain Level in Individuals with Spinal Cord Injuries - Sarah Malmo
Risk Factors that Lead to Persistent Complex Bereavement Disorder - Tayler Christian
The relationship between physical abuse and neglect and socioeconomic status or diagnosis of a mood disorder among
psychiatric inpatients in a Baltimore hospital from 1993-1995 - Jessica Reinert
The Relationship Between Veteran Status and Hospitalization for Psychiatric Problems Amongst Homeless Individuals in
Monterey County, CA [1999] - Alyssa Goddu
Examining Religion & Mental Health in Young Adults Using Add Health - Ellie Mobley
Discrimination Against Second-Generation Students: Does Discrimination or Perceived Discrimination Effect Post-Secondary
Education Completion? - Christian Provence-Harmon
Garment and Domestic Workers Navigate Work, Schools, and Community Resources for their Children’s Success - Marisol
Granillo Arce
Trauma and Negative Coping - Adam Persenaire
Identifying the relationship between depression, relationship satisfaction, and work put into relationships - Kymberly Ose
Adolescents and Problematic Cannabis Use - Margot Gaston
A Closer Look at Southern Arkansas University’s Campus Climate - Shayde E. Cook
Campus Climate Survey: Analysis of Institution’s Temperature and Student Perceptions of Title IX Policy - Italia Bustamante
College Bullying: Does it Happen? - Jessica D. Rodgers
College Retention and Academic Advising - Brian Mantooth
Examining the Effects of Date Rape and Substance Abuse Among College Students - Demesha Henderson
Roll for Healing: Use of Tabletop Role Playing Games as a Social Work Intervention - Allen Burnett
The Relationship Between the Diagnosis of Depression and Illegal Substance Use - Madalyn Mika
Assimilation; exploring the relationship between parent education expectation and assimilation for 2nd generation children of
immigrants - Alina Anima
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12:00 PM – 2:00 PM SALONS B/C

•

Join us in honoring leaders in the profession and community who fully embody social work values and in
celebrating Social Work Month!

FRIDAY

Annual Awards Luncheon & Celebration

MARCH 29

Bonnie Limbird, LCSW
Lifetime Achievement Award

Mandy Davis, LCSW

Eleanor Fondren

Social Worker of the Year

MSW Student of the Year

Chloe Baldwin

Ruth Coker Bur ns

BSW Student of the Year

Citizen of the Year

Agency of the Year
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Honorable Wendell L. Griffen
Elected Official of the Year

THANK YOU TO OUR 2019 SPONSORS AND EXHIBITORS!
PRESENTING SPONSOR

NETWORKING SPONSOR

PLATINUM SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS
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THANK YOU TO OUR 2019 SPONSORS AND EXHIBITORS!
SILVER SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS
A Place for Mom
ARBEST - UAMS
Arkansas Relay Service
Arkansas State University Social Work Department
Arkansas Therapist Connection (GetTherapy.com)
Arkansas Total Care
Arkansas Trauma Rehabilitation Program
Behavioral Health Services of Arkansas
Birch Tree Communities
Conway Behavioral Health
DHS - Choices in Living Resource Center
Exodus.Life
First Step, Inc.
Finnegan Health Services
Harbor House
ICAN
Lakeland Behavioral Health System

Methodist Family Health
Oasis Renewal Center
Piney Ridge Treatment Center
Quapaw House, Inc.
Recovery Centers of Arkansas
Senior Placement Services / Living Solutions
Synergy HomeCare of Little Rock
Telecommunications Access Program/ARS
The Centers for Youth & Families
The Electronic Caregiver
UA Little Rock School of Social Work
Unity Behavioral Health
Visiting Angels
White River Health Systems - Behavioral Health
Youth Home Inc.
Youth Villages
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